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Third Talk


Visit to the English Province

26 – 27  April 2003

The Call to Discipleship (John 1,31-42)


Watchword for the Salesian Family

By way of bringing this wonderful day to an end I should like to leave a final message for the Salesian Family of the Great Britain Province. I should like my visit which has been so carefully prepared for in fact, to bear fruit, to bring joy and hope for the future. You know that time, and therefore also the future, is a grace and a task. It is a grace that the Lord offers us so that we may carry forward his marvellous loving plan for mankind. It is a task because He counts on each one of us, as he counted on Mary, on Don Bosco, on Mother Mazzarello, on so many men and women throughout history, who knew how to actively collaborate in the building of the Kingdom, to make this world more human.

The message consists in three watchwords, that should become the programme of life and action for the whole Salesian Family.  

1. The first word is to grow. This was given by God to the first man and woman: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it.” (Gen 1,28). We have to grow both in the numbers of all the groups in the Salesian Family and also in our Salesian identity and in the depth of our spiritual life. Growing not only because it is a good thing to be many, but because Don Bosco had all the youngsters of the world in his thoughts. There are so many who have  no one close to them, no one taking an interest in them, helping them as they are growing up, looking for their place in life. Growing in quality, because of who we are; Jesus compared us to salt, to light, to leaven which have a special task to perform otherwise they are of no use. Grow! therefore.

2. The second word is to be united. When Jesus wanted to find a simile to describe the kingdom of heaven he said that it was “like a  grain of mustard seed, which when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown   it grows up and becomes the greatest of all the shrubs” (Mk 4,31-32). In the Church and in the Salesian Family, on the other hand, it can happen that there are many groups without any links between them, so that they are more like a field of mushrooms, without roots, without a common trunk, without branches and therefore without fruit.  We need to know one another, love one another, and help to form one another together. I invite you to set up the Council of the Salesian Family everywhere and to make it work.

3. Finally the third word is to create synergy. Don Bosco said that a single thread is very weak and easily breaks, but if we weave it together with another and then another it becomes a very strong rope  which is very difficult to break. So with us, alone we can do little, but if we work together in an area, we become more significant and effective. This means planning together, and while respecting each others’ autonomy, taking decisions together about working with young people, about vocation promotion, about the Salesian Bulletin, about volunteers.

The presence of the Salesians in Great Britain has already written golden pages of history, but the brightest pages are still to be written. This is you opportunity! This is the grace being offered to you! Duc in altum! 

Don Pascual Chávez V.
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