PRAYER

God our Father,
your Son promised to be with all who
gather in his name.

Make us aware of his presence among us
and fill us with his grace, mercy and peace,
so that we may live in truth and love.

Grant us patience in listening,
wisdom in speaking and courage
to do the works of the gospel.
We ask this through Christ our Lord

AMEN
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This coming year we are invited{f
give more thought to what it means:te
be part of A FAMILY. 5

Christmas is essentially a FAMIL%@
celebration. For many it can be a ti

of loneliness because of bereaven’f&\t
or family quarrels or other cwcur@
ff" stances.Christmas has a message for everyone@

‘ﬁl The title, “Holy Family” can be off-putting; V\&;

ffilmaglne it is far removed from our experie

f;*‘& When you think about the first Christmas, you re’hl—

;p‘»; ise that this FAMILY had a lot of setbacks to fa@e.
% A stable might look romantic in our cribs but it

f“? not an ideal place for the birth of a child. Mawyd RS

== Joseph had been forced from their homes in k

'f,,e. areth and soon after the birth of Jesus they h

‘f ., become refugees in Egypt. The only other s‘;&[y

ffi about the Holy Family is of t

;p‘»x worry when Jesus was lost in 1} {f’?
;px; Temple for three days! o

- BT
fi‘* Perhaps the Holy Family is closer ity

f;% our experience than we thinkMay — 1
¢% they help us all in the coming ye: &
¢ to appreciate our FAMILIES. oy
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SALESIAN FAMILY DAY 2005 .

& Salesian Priests and Brothers, Sisters, Coo%ra-
o tors and many other groups were invited:to
& Savio High School in Bootle Merseyside foka
o Salesian Family Day. We came togethemxﬁto
‘@f celebrate the past, to share the present and together to foun aur
‘gf sion for the future. People travelled from as far afield as Lon‘ﬁon
g Oxford and Glasgow to join more local members of the Sal%
W
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Family. &

The day was presented by a group of young people who had @alled
themselves “Salesian Sparks”. The theme and logo QOB

o, SPARK LIGHTS A FIRE . It was an appropriate theme on !\%

2 Ve ember 5th!! &

=

‘L«if The presenters were Mary, Chris, Sandy, Sarah and Aaror‘iﬁf Fr
‘Qf Gerry and Sr Connie were their mentors. {;’f

‘@f First we reflected and celebrated the past from creathnnementﬂf

‘gf day ending with young people today. It was presented in forfﬁﬁ of

Y song and dance by students from St John Bosco and Sawo%—llgh
Schools.

=

Five representatives of the Salesian family shared theirriempe‘gf
of being a Salesian in today’s world. They then asked everygody
else to put their reflections or'spark” . g

% We then broke up into smaller groups to discuss our hope@fand

“ dreams for the future. Fr Michael & Sr Elizabeth collaa#iche ¥
ideas togetheMass was concelebrated, led by Fr Michael ancfﬁfwe

g enjoyed a lovely meal afterwards.

‘' Sr Elizabeth ended the day with the famous “Goodnight”
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MAMMA MARGARET
1788—1856

To mark the 150th anniversary of the
death of Mamma Margaret, mother of the
educative family created by Don Bosco at
Valdocco, Fr Paschal Chavez invites the
Salesian family to give special attention
to THE FAMILY, the cradle of life and

W love and where one first learns how to

.8 become human.

Don Bosco’s father died when young John was only two years
old, so his mother , Margaret, was really a single parengibgn

up three boys. She had a huge influence on John, especially when
it became obvious that he felt a calling towards the priesthood.
The family was poor, scraping a living from a small holding in the
hills of northern lItaly, but Margaret made sure that there was a
rich, caring family life with her deeply felt catholic piety.

Soon after John’s ordination and his first work with youngsters in
Turin, he became gravely ill. He spent some time back at home
and then when he was ready to return, he asked his mother to
come with him. She left her home in the quiet village and began
to create a home for Don Bosco and his poor (and often difficult)
youngsters. It was her motherly care and friendly mannehéuat

so much to do with the “Salesian” style of life that grew up around
Don Bosco and which has spread through the Salesian Family.

This summer, Pope Benedict followed the example of Pope john
Paul Il and spent some time at a Salesian alpine chaletsat
Combes. Greeting him, Fr Chavez spoke about Mamma Margaret
and asked the Pope if it would be possible for her to be beatified
next year. The Pope said, “Her holiness is obvious!” We con-
tinue our prayers that Mamma Margaret, whom we regard as the
first Salesian Cooperator, may soon be raised to the altar.

COOPERATORS RETREAT 2005

What does being a Cooperator mean to
me?

Where do | begin on becoming a Salesian Cooperdtor.
think the defining moment came about 12-15 mongt a
when | came to Cowley for a talk being given by Mae
Fredricks (World Councillor) during her visit to iBxin.

As | walked into the gateway of the Mornese Centre,
Cowley, | suddenly had this surprising sense oflyea
“belonging” or “coming home” to the Salesian Family
Even then it didn’t really give me the idea to lbmeoa co-
operator at the time. | actually dismissed thdirigeas
being a bit fanciful to be honest.

| only got involved because of my small nephews who
felt needed socialising and evangelising in a sal@ron-
ment.

As time past | started to attend the monthly mestiand
going on retreat with the Salesians. As | waseghiisy
during this period of my life I didn't have time tiwell
very much on becoming a cooperator, it kind of trgp
on me. About the end of 2004 | asked Sr Esthestad
my formation, so with the help of the other cooparaat
Streatham things were set in motion. | was evéiytea-
rolled in Kendal at the October Retreat this year.

by Edith Lucas, Cowley
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REMINDER:

In order to keep our Newsletter interesting we NEED
articles or events of interest from all Centres. Please
send to St Dominic’s Parish Southdean Rd Liverpool
L14 8UL or email: veronica.dring@tiscali.co.uk
Thank you

Fr Joseph Merriman came to St Dominic’s at the beginning of

1985. He acted as an assistant priest while Mgr Whitty continued
as parish priest. On October 6th, the parish Newsletter records
that from the beginning of that month, the parish had been en-
trusted to the care of the Salesians of Don Bosco. Fr James Col
lett had been appointed parish priest, and with him in the Salesian
community were Fr Merriman, Fr Bernard Parkes and Fr George
Bolger.

It seemed appropriate that this October, we should celebrate these
twenty years of Salesian presence

here in the Doms. We were pleased

that both Fr Merriman and Fr

Parkes were able to join us for our

Mass of Thanksgiving on Saturday

October 8th. Many parishioners

and representatives of the schools

were there to join with other guests

in our celebration. The exhibition of photographs proved to be of
great interest. Thanks to St Dominic’s school for the portraits.

The celebrations continued in the Parish Club with our traditional
Parish Party. Everyone enjoyed the Disco, the very appetising
buffet (not forgetting the Bingo!) and we even had a birthday
cake.

As well as looking back, it is important that we focus on the fu-
ture, and continue tbevelopOur Mission with aSmile.



