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Keep CHRIST in CHRISTmas 



�����������	
�����������������	
�����������������	
�����������������	
������� ����

��

��

��

�	 			
				

Our retreat this year was in Kendal, hospitality was excellent—a big 
Thank You to Sr. Pauline and all who worked so hard to make it reflec-
tive and enjoyable.  During the week-end elections took place for the 
‘New’ Provincial Council.  The  theme of the retreat was:  
 

Spirituality 
 

Prayer 
 

Action 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY 
 
Fr George Robson (SDB) led this session.  He gave an inspirational talk 
focusing on four key areas of Salesian Spirituality: Parish, School, 
Home & Playground.  All of these areas are important in the spiritual 
development of young people.  Family is our first experience and influ-
ence of Faith, followed by our wider community in the Parish.  We need 
time for prayer and devotion to God and a time to learn and play. He 
linked each area in the lives of St John Bosco, Mamma Margaret (our 
first Cooperator) and St Mary Mazzarello.  All with humble beginnings, 

with a love of God and their faith.  St John 
Bosco’s biggest influence was from his mother 
in the home.  His future work with young people 
was shaped from those beginnings.  Mary Maz-
zarello, like John Bosco also had a love of young 
people.  The two were like-minded and their 
work grew stronger through that partnership.John 
Bosco admired the gentleness and prayer life of 
St Francis De Sale and absorbed that style  into 
his work with  young people—The Preventive 
System. 
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Fr JIM GALLAGHER SDB 
Fr Jim Gallagher SDB came to St Dominic's Huyton 
in 2002. His main pastoral work has been acting as an 
adviser in Religious Education in the Secondary 
Schools of the Shrewsbury Diocese.  He had previ-
ously lectured at what was then Christ College (now 
part of Liverpool Hope University) and worked for  
the Bishops in the development of Catechetics in 

schools and parishes.  He is still called on to give courses for teachers 
in many parts of the country and currently works part time at 
Heythrop College in London.  Fr Jim’s final years of study for the 
priesthood were in Rome, but he returned to England for ordination.  
He was ordained a priest at our Salesian School at Shrigley in De-
cember 1967, so we are looking forward to celebrating his RUBY 
JUBILEE of ordination just before Christmas this year. 



�
SALESIAN SAINTS  

On Sunday October 28th, 498 Spanish martyrs were declared 
Blessed.  63 were Salesians; among them were these Cooperators. 

SALESIAN COOPERATORS—MARTYRED IN SPAIN 
BEATIFIED  28th October 2007 

Blessed Teresa Cejudo Redondo 
Born in Cordova in 1890,  she was active in 
Catholic Action, the SVP, and she was a Sale-
sian Cooperator.  She married in 1925 and had 
one daughter.  In 1936 she was arrested as an 
active Catholic and executed with 17 others on 
16th September 

Blessed Bartholomew Blanco Marquez 
Born in Cordova in 1914, he attended the 
local Salesian School.  In 1932 he was 
elected as Secretary of Young Catholic Ac-
tion and was a Salesian Cooperator. He was 
arrested as an active Catholic on 18 August 
1936 and executed on 29th September, 
shouting: “Long Live Christ the King!!” 

Blessed Anthony Rodriguez Blanco 
Born in Cordova in 1877, he studied at 
the Salesian College in Seville.  He en-
tered the Diocesan Seminary and was 
ordained in 1901.  He taught in the Semi-
nary and then was a parish priest.  He 
was a Salesian Cooperator.  He was ar-
rested and executed on 16 August 1936. 
As he was shot, he was praying for those 
who killed him. 

PRAYER 
 
Sr Eileen McGarry (FMA) spoke about 
prayer and its importance in our lives.  
Prayer is the way we communicate with 
God and in order to do that we must find 
the style of  prayer that suits us.  She 
talked of different ways like praying in a 
traditional way taught to us by God—the 
Our Father.  Similar prayers such as the 
Hail Mary, the Rosary etc.  But the words 
of a song or reflective music is just as im-
portant if it helps us reflect and praise 
God.  Symbols like a stone or water, can-
dles all can be used in a prayer reflection.  The important thing 
for us is that God is in our ordinary lives— he is our ‘Everyday 
God’.  She spoke of the new P.A.L and how as cooperators this is 
part of our prayer life.   
 
 
 

ACTION 
 
Daniel led this session.  He used statistics from a European sur-
vey of young people.  In many ways 
(regarding drugs, smoking, drinking and 
sexual attitudes),  our young people were 
seen to be at a considerable disadvantage.  
This challenges us to see what we can do 
to restore the balance.  The whole moral 
climate of our country needs to change as 
well as specifically helping young people 
to make correct life choices. Each individ-
ual and each Centre must find their own 
way of meeting this challenge. 



Kathleen Halleran Croxteth Cooperator (1923-2006) 
R.I.P. 

Kathleen Halleran (nee Moran) was born on 10/11/23, she had two sisters 
Mary and Christine, and two brothers Joe and Christopher.    She was born 
into a very Irish Catholic family, and the community parish of Holy Cross, 
Liverpool, situated  just a mile or so from the docks, River Mersey. 
 

Most families were immigrants from the Irish famine, who had laid their 
root and lives in the Holy Cross area.  It was here in her very early years 
that Kathleen, her brothers and sisters, and most families got their warm 
lively Catholic faith, which played such a large part in her life, lasting till 
the moment of death.  One of Kathleen’s most treasured and famous say-
ings to her family was “make sure you bless your face with holy water, be-
fore you leave the house”.  Something her dear mother had taught her.  
Some of her large family of 7 children, 12 grandchildren, 10 great-
grandchildren continue this beautiful practice today.  What an example of a 
great legacy to leave!  Kathleen moved to Huyton when she was in her 
teens and in the war years she served her country in the WAAF’s.  She had 
few lively tales to tell of that!  She married Larry, moved to Gillmoss, and 
had 7 children.  The Salesian Sisters had come to Gillmoss to start a new 
mission, to teach in the primary school, and to open a new Grammar 
School—Mary Help of Christians, which later became St John Bosco. 
 

Kathleen formed a lovely warm family friendship with the sisters, who 
taught her children and grandchildren in both schools so later became a 
Salesian Cooperator.  Kathleen with her ‘best little mate’ Veronica attended 
daily mass and holy communion until she had a severe stroke in 2005, 
which left her housebound and in a wheelchair.  Her wonderful family, hon-
ouring her love of holy mass managed to get her to Sunday mass for many 
months.  Later Sr Theresa Frost our Parish Sister took her Holy Commun-
ion at home.  She died on 2nd July 2006. 
 

Kathleen’s warm, generous spiritual presence will be greatly missed in Gill-
moss, but her precious gift of simple faith lives on, as her 2 grandchildren 
Olivia and Chloe have recently begun to serve mass in  Our Lady Queen of 
Martyrs and St Swithins.  Kathleen’s blue twinkling eyes will be shining 
like the stars watching them, and she will be giving them her special wink 
of approval from her place in heaven. 
 

May our dear friend and Cooperator rest in peace 

PROVINCIAL DELEGATES’ PAGE 
 

Saturday, 20th November 2007 was an historic day for our province—
elections took place for six new provincial councillors, thus renewing our 
council in a way laid down in the new Project of Apostolic Life (PAL).  
The six new councillors—Paul Barnes (Cornwall), Anne Marie Fulton 
(Paisley), Ken Greaney (Chertsey), Steve Langton (Cowley), Ann Oboh 

(Streatham) and Jessica Wilkin-
son (Bollington) - joined Daniel 
Sharp and Kathleen Pill 
(existing councillors) and our-
selves (Sr. Eileen McGarry and 
Fr Bernard Parkes) for their 
first council meeting on 10th 
November.  At that meeting 
Daniel Sharp was elected Pro-
vincial Coordinator, Steve 
Langton became Treasurer and 
Paul Barnes was appointed Sec-

retary. 
 

We are most grateful to the retiring councillors, who have led the province 
so well for many years.  It has been a privilege to work with them and we 
thank God for their skills and their generous dedication.  We are also 
grateful to all the cooperators of the province who played their part in the 
process of renewing the council—from nominating candidates and advis-
ing those who attended the congress to praying for the Holy Spirit’s guid-
ance. 
 

The new system laid down in the PAL has required a change in the way 
our provincial councillors have been chosen.  No longer are they selected 
from the clusters of local centres.  However, this wont mean that your per-
sonal link with the council will be lost.  At the next meeting on 12 January 
08 councillors will be allocated the local centres they will liaise with and 
we will explore ways of strengthening the links between the centres and 
the provincial council. 
 

We thank God that we have a strong council of very committed people and 
we are confident that with His guidance we  shall see some very important 
developments.  Please pray that this lay branch of the Salesian Family may 
live by the spirit of our founder ever more faithfully and be more effective 
channels of God’s love for the young. 
 


