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Designed by Huyton Cooperators 

“God  loved the world so much that he 
gave His only Son.” 

Editors of UK Province Newsletter: 
     
Vera Dring   veradring@hotmail.co.uk 
Christine Mountaine   
June Sharrock 
Fr George Robson  sdb-huyton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

(for further contact details refer to the  
Salesian Directory) 

 

May we know how to accept with joy 
and energy the renewed project of  

apostolic Salesian life for the glory of 
God and the salvation of souls.   

Amen 



SALESIAN FAMILY DAY  
 

Bootle    Jan 26th 2008 
 

We had two excellent talks from 
Frs Michael Winstanley & John 
Dixon SDBs.   Fr Michael’s talk 
was about St John’s Gospel and 
his use of signs and symbols to 
get Jesus’ message across to peo-
ple.   
His new book Symbols & Spiri-
tuality, was launched following 
his talk.  Above is Fr Michael 

giving a ‘free’ copy of the book to Daniel (Cooperators’ Coordi-
nator).  Fr Michael made comparisons between John’s gospel 
and Salesian spirituality. He stressed how John’s desire was to 
enable people to have a relationship with God.  This colours our 
life and gives us a sense of mission.  
As Salesians—Don Bosco gives us our mission working with 
young people.  John Bosco asked us to “always be joyful while 
carrying out our Mission”.  As Fr Michael put it “w e need to em-
brace what ordinary life throws up”.  Not so easy to put into 
practice! 
 
The focus of Fr John’s talk was the motto of St John Bosco—
”Da mihi animas—Give me souls”.  He told us how John Bosco 
was coloured by his own experience as a boy.  His one desire was 
to work with abandoned and rejected youth. To succeed in his 
mission he, at times clashed with authority. But he was so pas-
sionate about his calling that he felt he had no choice.  His motto 
is based on his need to express that neither money or power 
meant anything to him—his only concern was to be God’s in-
strument in saving souls.   
Our Salesian heritage is from the heart not only the head and 
John Bosco teaches us to stand firm on what we believe is right 
by God.  He wants us to befriend young people and help them 
through life through practical care.  But always passing on the 
gospel message by teaching and example. 

U.K. Province—Contacts 
 
The Provincial Council: 
 
Daniel Sharp  (Chair) 
Paul Barnes   (Secretary)  - Cornwall & Detached 
Steve Langton  (Treasurer)  - Cowley & Henley 
Ken Greaney  Chertsey, Farnborough & Alvestoke 
Ann Oboh  Bermondsey, Streatham & Battersea 
Kathleen Pill   Cowley & Henley 
Jessica Wilkinson Liverpool, Bootle & Huyton 
Anne-Marie Fulton Scotland & Kendal 
Fr Bernard Parkes  (SDB Delegate) 
Sr Eileen McGarry (FMA Delegate) 
 
 



PROVINCIAL DELEGATES PAGE 
 
The Salesian Family spirituality Weekend in Rome was based on the 
Strenna—’Educate with the heart of Don Bosco’. 304 Members of the 
Family—SDB, FMA, Cooperators, VDB, Past Pupils (of SDB & FMA) and 
representatives from other Salesian Family groups (Religious and Lay) 
from all parts of the world attended.  Only Tess John and I represented 
UK! 
 
The presence of the Rector Major throughout, in spite of the very recent 
death of his brother, was a bonus and such an example.  Fr Bregolin SDB 
and Sr. Maria de los Angeles Contreras, World Delegates of the Salesian 
Family were centre stage.  Cooperators and Past Pupil Coordinators mod-
erated the sessions.  While we had the translated texts of the talks, we 
appreciated the simultaneous, and humorous, translations of Fr Julian Fox 
and Fr Bernard Grogan. 
 

The opening dance (The cry of the young for help) by a group from the 
artistic training project, expressed the world of drugs, drink and abuse dra-
matically.  It was very modern, professional and thought provoking.  The 
opening talk spoke of ‘God as educator when and because he saves, the 
purpose and plan of God’s pedagogy in the Exodus.’  I found this approach 
very helpful as Exodus is central to the RCIA programme.  The 
“Testimonies” were given by past pupils—a Judge, and a human rights 
lawyer (a young woman); a Cooperator who runs a HOME for difficult 
youngsters with her husband, and a FMA working in a deprived area in 
North Italy. 
 

When Fr Chavez spoke he emphasised the centrality of the Preventative 
System and the need to re-look at its connection with human rights, espe-
cially of children.  In his final address he  finished with a poem that says it 
all: 
His name is “Today” 
We are guilty of many errors, of many faults, 
But our worst crime is abandoning the children, neglecting the fountain of 
life. 
Many of the things we need can wait. 
The child cannot. 
Right now is the time his bones are being developed 
To him we cannot answer “Tomorrow” 
His name is “Today” 
 
Gabriella Mistral,  
Nobel Prize-winning poet (Chile) 
 

Article by Sr Eileen McGarry FMA 

 SALESIAN SAINTS 
 

St Mary Mazzarello 
1837— 

Mary was born in a small and remote 
village, Mornese, in northern Italy.  The 
Mazzarello’s were a hard working peas-
ant family and Mary played her full part 
in the hard work on the land. 
Aged twenty three, she contracted ty-
phoid fever while nursing some mem-
bers of her family.  For several months 
she hovered between life and death.  
From her bedroom window she could 

see through the distant church window to the sanctuary lamp glowing 
before the Blessed Sacrament.  It became the focus of her prayers and 
that window is a reminder to us that we can pray 
at all times. 
No longer able to do the heavy work on the land, 
Mary trained as a seamstress and with some 
friends began to teach sewing to some of the vil-
lage girls.  From this little group, dedicated to Our 
Lady and guided by Fr Pestarino and later by St John Bosco, would 
grow the world wide Congregation, The Daughters of Mary Help of 
Christians or Salesian Sisters. 
Don Bosco and Mary recognised in each other a kindred spirit.  The 
same dedication to young people and the same practical love shown in 
the joyful spirit and family atmosphere of their works.It fell to Mary 
as co-foundress to translate the Salesian Way into a simple life for 

women religious, crating the spriti of simplicity, joyful-
ness, poverty and family- like relationships which came 
to be known from the place where it all began as the 
‘Spirit of Mornese’. 
  With thanks to “Salesian Footprints” 
 



ASSOCIATION OF SALESIAN COOPERATORS  
WORLD COUNCIL 

 

Proposed change of Regions 
 
The World Council of the Cooperators have examined the way in 
which the different provinces are grouped in Regions.  They are 
suggesting that the present arrangement where the English 
Speaking Provinces are grouped together should cease.  Instead 
our United Kingdom province would be grouped with those of Bel-
gium, Holland, France, Germany and Ireland.  It is hoped that this 
will provide a better sharing of information and ideas.  This sug-
gestion has been put to Fr Chavez and it is hoped that a new 
World Council will be elected at Regional Congresses starting in 
May.  This way of arranging Regions is more in line with the way 
the S.D.B. Provinces are arranged at present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Rosario Maiorano, World Coordinator of Salesian Cooperators 
 

S.D.B. General Chapter 26 
 
The 26th S.D.B. General Chapter officially opened on the 3rd 
March.  Fr Michael Winstanley and Fr Jim Gallagher are there 
from our Province.  Various groups of the Salesian Family sent 
greetings and good wishes.  The World Coordinator of the Coop-
erators, Mr Rosario Miaorano, spoke on our behalf.  He spoke 
about the renewal going on within the Cooperators’ movement to 
find new ways of approaching the world of youth and its complex 
problems. 
In conclusion he expressed his “sincere wish that a single heart, 
that of Don Bosco and his ’Da mihi animas cetera tolle’, may beat 
in your breasts and in those of all Salesians and Salesian sisters 
in the world.  May we already experience in earthly fashion that 
“communion of saints” which we are called to live in our heavenly 
home”.  

The Alverstoke Cooperators Group 
 
We are sorry to announce the death of Eileen Hallett who died in 
October 2007.  May she rest in peace. 
Fr Bernard Parkes SDB came to our meeting at the beginning of 
December and said mass for the Imaculate Conception.  It was 
lovely to be able to have mass as we are not able to have a mass 
monthly, like some groups. 
Although we are only thirteen in number at present, with one lady 
interested in joining us.  Nine of us went to Chertsey for prep day 
given by Fr Andrew Ebrahem SDB.  It was an excellent day.  Our 
thanks to the Chertsey Cooperators for their organisation. 
We wish everyone a very happy and holy easter. 
 

Margaret Hobbs (Alverstoke) 
  

ROSMARY PILGRIMAGE TRUST 
 

Those of you who were at the October Retreat may have 
taken brochures about their pilgrimages. We have been ad-
vised that this company has ceased trading due to the 
agent relocating to America. 
 

A “Text a Day” 
This service is aimed at young people at Secondary 
School and Adults. (Anyone under the age of 16 MUST 
make their parents aware that they are joining).  To get 
started and receive a text each morning from: The Scrip-
tures, Don Bosco, Mary Mazzarello, Francis de Sales, 
etc, send a text to 07939891422 saying “interested”. Do 
NOT send any personal details. This is a FREE service  

from the Salesian Youth Ministry Office.  
PRAYER VOLUNTEERS 

The Salesian Youth Ministry Team have recruited a team of volun-
teers who will pray for you.  E-mail your prayer requests to  

Prayerrequests_salesianyouthministry@fsmail.net 
If you would like to volunteer to pray for these intentions e-mail Fr 
Bob Gardner at bobbybosco21@hotmail.com 


