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Lay Salesian Cooperators live out the commitment
and the Salesian spirit in their ordinary
circumstances of life and work.
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Article for Provincial Newsletter 14 November 09
Provincial Council meeting

The meeting opened with a prayer by Fr Bernard.

The action points from the last meeting were reviewed. It was pieag
note that Bishop Christopher Budd has given peliomdsr a new centre to
be setup in Cornwall.

Re ports were then received from Daniel, Sister Agnes ar8dfnard and
others. The main points were as follows:

0 Salesian Family Link Group has planned Study dagshie Sale-
sian Family to take place simultaneously o 28nuary 2010 in
Scotland, Chertsey and Liverpool.

0 Programme on formation obtained from New Y ork bdiloted
by the Cornwall Centre

0 Planning to reopen centres in Bootle, Bolton antdeBsea

0 Congratulations to newly enrolled cooperators iei@ey and
Bermondsey

0 Daniel is still working on a website for our purpss

Daniel reported on thAannual Retreat which was attended by 35 people.
Various feedbacks were addressed and will be tmkeconsideration for
the next one. Paul to send out a questionnairargeekws on retreats
from 2011 onwards. (Thene of 2010 is booked for Savio on 8h/ 9 and
10th October)

As thecurrent Council comes to the end of its 3 year term, electionk wil
be held either before the next Retreat or durieguhekend of the Retreat —
more details later.

We then spent some time reviewing Buovincial Plan —addressing what
has been achieved and what has still to be achiévéd report will fol-
low in due course.

The next meetingis to be held on 5March at a venue still to be con-
firmed. Theannual residential weeke ndwill be held this next year at
Savio House on 112" and 1% June.

Prayers are asked for Steve Langton and Vera Dring whanatavell.
Thanks to be sent to Ann-Marie Fulton for her time on Gl

Paul Barnes (Provincial Secretary)

U.K. Province—Contacts

The Provincial Council:

Daniel Sharp Coordinator

Paul Barnes Secretary Cornwall & Detached

Steve Langton Treasurer Cowley & Henley

Eleanor Neeley Councillor Liverpool, Bootle &
Huyton

Ann Oboh Councillor Bermondsey, Streatham
& Battersea

Jessica Wilkinson  Councillor

Anne-Marie Fulton Councillor Scotland & Kendal
Fr Bernard Parkes SDB Provincial Delegate

Sr Agnes McGuinness FMA Provincial Delegate

Editors of UK Province Newsletter:

Vera Dring veradring@ hotmail.co.uk
Christine Mountaine
June Sharrock
(for further contact details refer to the
Salesian Directory)



The Beginning Experience

Vera asked me to talk a bit about “what | do” believing you might
like to know. This came about because | had included her in my
huge prayer request for the autumn Weekend at the Friars in Ayles-
ford, Kent. Thank you to all who prayed for us. Everything went very
well indeed owing to God’s grace begged down by the intercession
of so many.

The Beginning Experience is a world wide ministry primarily for peo-
ple whose marriage has ended through death, divorce or separation
and also for the children of such a loss. The Vision, therefore, is that
these people will work through their grief, be healed, transformed
and free again to love, themselves, others and God.

The Ministry was started in America in the mid 1970 is by Sr Jose-
phine Stewart and Jo Lamia and came to England about 10 years
later. Teams are based in a diocese by permission of the local
bishop; the program however is suited and open to all faiths. Glob-
ally speaking we are Region 20, i.e. England and Wales, Scotland
and all of Ireland. There is also a Young People Beginning Experi-
ence as well as Beyond BE and Alumni, Area meetings, Regional
Conferences and International Conventions.

I made my first Weekend following the death of my husband and
was invited to join the Kent Team. This enabled me to go into the
deeper issues involved in the grieving process while at the same
time sharing my experiences in a safe and confidential setting with
new participants at subsequent Weekends who in turn may join the
Team thereby maintaining it.

We usually hold two Weekends a year in a local Retreat Centre
have monthly meetings for follow up and Team training and raise
our own funds as well as avail of a reflective time for personal
growth.

Usually Team members become good friends and occasionally do
fun things together. For me it has been a continuing journey from
confusion and grief into healing and light and | am very grateful.

Ruth T. Kamalagharan (Kent Team President)
(Co-operator Streatham Centre)

PRAYER INTENTIONS

Please keep the following Cooperators who have recently
died, in your prayers: John Owens, Irene Carr and Syhil
Dash.

Congratulations to our recent enrolments within the Ber-
mondsey group. Sr. Kathleen Taylor
received the promise of Elaine Holland.

Important Salesian Anniversaries

The Salesians are celebrating a year dedicated to
Blessed Michael Rua, the first successor of Don
[— Bosco. Don Rua died on 6 April 1910. This cele-
"d 1~ bration will be the main theme of our Salesian Fam-
X \@: s ily Day on 23 January 2010. On the occasion of his
A ‘ beatification in 1972 Pope Paul VI called Michael
Rua “the most faithful son of Don Bosco”. On Sun-
day 18 December 1859 Don Bosco and seventeen young men,
including Michael Rua, made their profession of Salesians . So
the Salesian Congregation came into existence. On 18th De-
cember 2009 we celebrate our 150th Birthday!
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Retreat 2009

Nothing could be more rewarding than a week-

end at Brettagh in all its autumnal beauty, except the
arrival of Salesian cooperators, the warm welcome for
all by the Sisters and the heart of the retreat, the

spirituality provided by Bemard Parkes.

We had a very diverse age range, from Eveline, age six
months, to those of us a few decades older and Eveline

was a great example to us all!

The theme was woven around the Salesian Logo, how
it was chosen, the importance of logos and its signifi-
cance today for the Salesian family. Fr. Bernard gave
four excellent talks that culminated in Sunday mass
where a group of young people carried brightly col-
oured flags, showing the logo and then did an amazing

dance routine.

We had a visit and an excellent talk from Sr. Kathleen
F.M.A. who is visiting from Rome. She was very en-

couraging and practical.
Saturday night was Social Night and I will say only
that, as usual, laughter, song, dancing and sweet wine

were in abundance. X factor eat your heart out!

Sunday was a time of goodbyes, after mass and a truly
delicious lunch. Until we meet again.

Eleanor (Bollington Cooperators)

Over time other parishioners have been attracted to “Come a@idaSe this has resulted in
further enrolments: 5 in 1982 and 2 in 1984 by Fr. Michael Power in the CdDkeapel; 2 in

1991 by Fr. Michael Winstanley in Our Lady’s Church on the Feast of the Immaculate €oncep
tion; 2 in 1994 in the Convent Chapel (1 by Fr. Peter Dooley; 1 by Fr. John Docherty); 1 in 1997
by Fr. John Corcoran in the Convent Chapel; 6 in 1998 by Fr. Hugh Prestonaluriagvent
Retreat Day, 1 in 2002 by Fr. Dan Donohoe at the Valponasca during a Pilgrimage, 3 in 2006 by
Fr. Bernard Parkes in the Convent Chapel. In 2005 we held two sp&oiak and See” days

when parishioners were invited to come along and find out more about és@Sdamily and

what it means to be a Salesian Co—operator. Those interestethemriavited to come to our
monthly meetings and, if they wished, to embark on a period of Formation; this exesuisedre

in 3 new Co—operators being enrolled in 2008 by Fr. Bernard in the Mornese Centre and 1 by Fr.
Kieran in the local Nursing Home. (A CD of our Recruitment Days was poefaréuture use

by us and for other Centres.)

We now have a total of 35 members with 2 in Formation. We have fbgemate in having
received very good Formation and ongoing Formation: from our SDB and FMA Amsnatr
Advent Retreat Days and the Co—operators Annual Retreat. In ouryearly, when the Sale-
sian Provincial House was based in Cowley, we were able to have variouarSpléssts come
to our meetings. We have also been privileged to receive visits from theGatherals, from
SDB and FMA Provincials, Co—operator representatives on the World Council, Prbielda
gates (SDB, FMA and Co-operator). Their input has always Ipégtually uplifting, and in-
spiring, leaving us with much food for thought — as well as a challenge.

A variety of guest speakers have been welcomed to our meetings,ngckldBs, visiting Sis-
ters and Salesian Volunteers. It has been encouraging to havdreisithose who have first—
hand experience of working in some of the mission territoriehave supported with our fund

raising. These guests have always been an inspiration to us.

Cowley Co—operators owe a great debt of gratitude to Sr. & éweshat first invitation; to our
Parish Clergy and the numerous other Salesian Priests and Sisters who, ovértttigypesars,

have all enriched our lives helping us to grow in our personal faithgguiowards that ‘call to
holiness’ which is extended to all baptised Christians; to reach out to otheithirirFene spirit

of Don Bosco, to bring Love, Peace, Joy and Hope to all those with whom we come into contact,

especially the young. That is our Salesian Vocation.

Cowley Co—operators.



SALESIAN CO-OPERATORS, COWLEY
24™ OCTOBER 1979 - 24™ OCTOBER 2009

On Saturday, 24 October 2009 Cowley Co-operators celebrated, with Thanksgiving, their
30" Anniversary with an afternoon gathering in the Mornese Centre (in the grounds-of El
thompe Convent). We were privileged to have Sr. Pauline CRivincial), Sr. Kathleen
Taylor (member of the General Council), Fr. Bernard Parkesi @res McGuinness, Sis-
ters. from Battersea and Streatham, Co—operators from Cheriseley and Liverpool, as

well as fellow parishioners join us for this very happy occasion.

The afternoon commenced at 2.30pm with tea, coffee, juice provided. i@histker, our
Coordinator, gave a warm welcome to all and this was followedRxayer moment led by
Sr. Teresa, Sr. Linda and Sr. Maria. Sr. Kathleen then addréssegthering which was
followed by a History of the Cowley Co—operators presented by Bdlean, Dermot and
Sheila. Light refreshments were then served before we tafblethe 5.30pm vigil Mass at
Our Lady Help of Christians Church. This was a special Masshahksgiving concele-
brated by Fr. Kieran Anderson (PP), Fr. John Ashton (Assistant), Fr. Bernard Pavkel$ a
as Fr. Jim Collins (who happened to be in Cowley that weekend). The homily was given by
Fr. Bernard. Co-operators were closely involved in the Mass witdifiys, Bidding
Prayers, Offertory Procession, Eucharistic Ministers and M U3izing the Offertory Pro-
cession a cheque for £1,200 was presented to Fr. Kieran for our nisv @antre. This
represented the proceeds of Co—operators fund raising: five moD#kly Sales (March—

July), plus a Charity Stall held in the local shopping centre.

Cowley Co—operators owe their existence to Sr. Teresa who responded to theowashezk
by Mother Marinella Castagno in 1978 that in all their houses the Sisters wantldrspro-
mote a Centre of the Association of the Salesian Co—operatorsyidn@&ncouragement
from Fr. Mario Cogliandro and Fr. John Docherty to go ahead with courageinasthem
of Don Bosco’s blessing. After prayer and discussion with Sr.nHetey, Sr. Teresa in-
vited parents who had been actively involved with a “Harvest Hélmeosip (run by Sr.
Helen and Sr. Sarah for children from Our Lady’s School), togethérfriénds and bene-
factors in neighbouring parishes, to a meeting at ‘ElImthorpe’ to learn about gi®naf a

Salesian Co—operator — to “Come and See”.

After initial meetings with Sr. Teresa we ‘liked what s@wv and experienced’ and in Sep-
tember 1978 Sr. Teresa invited us to embark on a period of Formation led by Sr.aheresa
Fr. Walter Fairclough (from the Provincial House in Cowley) wherefl Mass for us each

evening.

On 24" October 1979, during a special Mass in Elmthorpe Convent Chapel, 26 Co—operators
were enrolled. On that occasion we became a vital part of the Salesiap &aafrihe Cow-

ley Co—operators Centre was established. When Fr. Fairclough rino¢880 Fr. Michael
Power took over as our SDB Delegate until 1985, when the Provincial Himseel. Over

time, at our monthly meetings, a study was made of the Reguldtorspostolic Life

(RAL), now modified and renamed Project of Apostolic Life (PALVe learnt about the

lives of Don Bosco, St. Francis de Sales, Mary Mazzarello, and Dominic 8agiiospiritu-

ality and charism as well as Don Bosco’s Preventive Systera.alb used Fr. Enzo Bi-
anco’s book “A Practical Way of Life” to raise our awareness of what lyreadans to be a

Co—operator, implementing Salesian principles in our everyday life.

A Message from Sr. Agnes

It doesn’t seem possible that it is “that time of the year” when we are
looking towards the Christmas Edition of our Newsletter. Time has
just flown since we received the Summer Edition !! Looking at it
now, | see that the article “FROM YOUR DELEGATES” has been
attributed to me, but I'm sure, having read it, you will realise that this
is a mistake and that it was in fact written by Fr. Bernard.

In his article he states that | will be trying to assist those who are re-
sponsible for initial formation in the centres, and try to provide mate-
rials to help you with this all important task. It would be wonderful if
we could come up with a programme that would reflect our new Pro-
ject of Apostolic Life, and meet the needs of our Province. | have
spent a lot of time reading around the subject and have tried to find
out how the various centres approach Initial Formation. | will be in
touch with the centres soon, trying to find out who is responsible in
each centre, and how we can work together to standardise the for-
mation in the Province, while at the same time, allowing each group
to retain their own unique identity.

Formation is, as you know, a life long process for each one of us. It
is the work of God in our lives, and we are continually being formed
by God. We respond to the process, but it is God who forms us.
One co-operator recently suggested that it would be a good idea to
look back at our own Initial Formation, and renew our response to
the Call of God which we each received, and responded to, when we
first became members of our wonderful Salesian Family.

By the time you are reading this, we will be into the beautiful season
of Advent, with all the rich liturgical scripture passages. My prayer
for each one of you is taken from the Advent reading

1 Thess.5: 23-24

“May the God who gives us peace make you completely His, and
keep your whole being, spirit, soul and body, free from all fault at the
coming of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. He who calls you will do it, for He
is faithful.”"Please remember me in your prayers.

Sr.Agnes



Our stay in Bethlehem was at the St Vincent Guest House, an
establishment which had its roots with a small community of
the Sisters of Charity of St Vincent de Paul. This Community
was based next door to the Guest House and this proximity
was to prove to be our introduction to the “Bethlehem Creche”
— an orphanage. The créche looks after over 50 babies and
children up to the age of six years. The children, Jews, Chris-
tians and Muslims alike are literally delivered to the door of the
orphanage, usually by the police. Whilst we were there a little
2 week old was delivered to the front door in a cardboard box .
Over the course of our stay in Bethlehem a very firm bond
was forged between the pilgrims in the |Group and the babies
and children. We were allowed to visit to play with and feed
the children . What a privilege. | am convinced that it was no
coincidence that we came across this orphanage towards the
latter part of our pilgrimage journey. | felt most strongly that
Jesus was saying.....”You have walked in my footsteps to
learn more about what | did for YOU.....now what are YOU
going to do for these little ones of mine” ?

The Group responded most positively to that (hidden) call. On
our return home many have written to the Sisters and others
have commenced fund raising initiatives of their own. | find it
so special that at the end of seeking to follow in the footsteps
of Jesus we were given this opportunity to respond to His call
to “love your neighbour” ina very tangible way. If anyone feels
that they would like to associate themselves with our efforts in
Chertsey — we are going to donate a Christmas Gift to the
“Babes of Bethlehem” - please contact me. Ken Greaney, 24
Paddocks Way, CHERTSEY, Surrey. KT16 8HP Phone
01932564649. Email kenbargreaney@aol.com.

Ken Greaney Coordinator



THE DON BOSCO GROUP 2009.....IN THE HOLYLAND !

On October 9™ a group of 14 Chertsey Cooperators plus 14
parishioners set out on an eight day pilgrimage to the Holy-
land. The “Don Bosco Group 2009” was led by Fr Hugh Pre-
ston SDB. We stayed two nights at Nazareth, two nights in Je-
rusalem and three nights in Bethlehem. For all of us it proved
to be a most beautiful and enriching experience as we visited
so many of the holy sites. Holy Mass was celebrated on every
one of the eight days in locations which included the Church
of the Annunciation (my favourite), the Church of the Beati-
tudes, the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre and the Church of
the Nativity

Our dedicated coach proudly displayed our Pilgrimage Identi-
fier — “DON BOSCO GROUP” — and this was to prompt not a
few smiling faces who approached us to say that they knew
Don Bosco and his Salesians. Whilst in Jerusalem we visited
the Salesian Monastery Ratisbonne where Fr Francis Preston
SDB is the Rector. Fr Francis is well known by many in the
Holyland as a result of preaching retreats, giving days of rec-
ollections etc. His face is so well known in fact that on several
occasions Fr Hugh was enthusiastically embraced by folk
whom he had never seen in his life before (mainly nuns!) be-
cause they thought he was Fr Francis. | did notice that he was
more than happy to receive the hugs first BEFORE he owned
up to being an imposter ! Mind you there were a few others
who must have thought they were seeing double when Fr
Francis joined his brother in concelebration of our Mass in
Bethany.



ing in Gillmoss and Croxteth

=" On 26t September 2009, a celebratory Mass was held at
* Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Parish Church.

Almost 500 people, including sisters from the province, past pupils,
parents, teachers, co-operators, all gathered to share in the Jubilee
Mass of

Mary Help of Christians, which was concelebrated by 23 Salesian
priests, and priests from the diocese who had served in the parish.
There was a great involvement and sharing of gifts by all the com-
munity. The primary school began with an introduction, a summary
of the history of the last 50 years. The Students from St John Bosco
provided the music and choir, and a group of dancers did a reflective
liturgical dance after communion. During the Mass, the sisters had
the opportunity to sing together.

Fr David O’Malley who preached at the Jubilee celebrations said,
What we build in love lasts in the hearts of people because God is
Love.

You could tell there was a great love in the hearts of all the people
for the Salesian Sisters, shown on this special Jubilee Day.

After the Mass, there was refreshments and a buffet in the school
hall. There was a real Salesian joy, time to share memories and to
look back and reminisce. Many people had the chance to look at
some photographs from the past years.

Two Salesian Co-operators receive a Special Medal

At the Jubilee Mass for the Salesian Sisters, celebrating 50 years of
working with the young, in Gillmoss and Croxteth, two of the Sale-
sian Co-operators from the Liverpool Gillmoss Group, Marie Shutt
and Phyllis Cooke were presented with medals by the Provincial Fr
Michael Winstanley from the Rector Major Fr Pascal Chavez for their
long service. :
Both Marie and Phyllis have worked in the Croxteth § |
and Gillmoss area in the Spirit of Don Bosco for many § |
years, showing great zeal and joy in serving the Lord
with gladness, and in living out their Salesian voca-
tion.

Croxteth Cooperators

A Celebration Mass 50 years of the Salesian Sisters work-

!5 REFLECTION FOR ADVENT
ﬁ %

We have all experienced times of waiting in our

ﬁ lives. For a moment, let us think about what it

feels like to wait. There may be the feeling of

great excitement, waiting for the arrival of a new
baby in the family, a feeling of nervousness of waiting ésuits
from exams, waiting for results from tests at the hokgealings

of anxiety, waiting for an operation etc. not knowing what may be
happening.

Advent is a time when we are preparing, and waiting,inggett
ready for the coming of Jesus into our heavi#at are our fedl-
ings? What are we waiting for? What are we expecting?

How do we get ready for someone whc
coming to see us? We like to have sc
time to clean, time to prepare ourseh
time to prepare our homes and our heart

If we are waiting to make a home for Je
in our hearts,How can we prepare?

We can get ready by preparing our hearts, spending time i
prayer, reflecting on what it is that is really importambur life,
what is it that | am called upon to do, in my family, in myrky

in my community, in my parish.

It is only then, after preparation that we will find peace, lowk an
joy in Jesus, and share it with each other this Advent and Christ-
mas.

Tracey McConnell
(Salesian Cooperator, Croxteth)



