THREE DAYS OF STUDY

SALESIAN FORUM 2024
from 20" to 23" August
Bled - Slovenia



The Salesian Forum aims to promote the study of Don Bosco and the Salesian tradition and
encourage an exchange of ideas in a Europe-wide context.

The goals of Salesian Forum are:

 to promote the Salesian formation of the participants by organising dialogue and
collaboration between people in Europe who reflect on the Salesian tradition;

 to encourage systematic reflection - among scholars and people working in the field -
about all aspects of the Salesian tradition (education, pastoral care, spirituality);

* to contribute to a continuing update of the Salesian educational pastoral project;
+ to disseminate the results of reflection and study;
 to promote dialogue between the reflection of SDB and FMA on the preventive system.

Every two years, the Salesian Forum organises a three-day meeting for the study of a
Salesian theme.

In the wake of don Cafasso, Don Bosco
is intfroduced to the prisons of Turin.

That experience shocked him deeply.

“] saw a large number of young peo-

ple between the ages of twelve and
eighteen,” he writes, “who were sym-
pathetic, healthy, strong and of sound
mind. It was heart-breaking to see them
languishing here, with a complete lack of
nourishment for both their bodies and their
souls. | was stunned. What shocked me most
was that many of them ended up back in prison in
no time after being released full of good intentions.

The Salesian Forum is open fo scholars in
the field of education, pastoral care, spirit-
uality, history, to SDB, FMA, lay people,
members of the Salesian Family and all
those who are directly involved in the ed-
ucation of the young and are inferested in
a deeper understanding of young people
which is so vital to the Salesian mission.

"

Don Bosco realizes that these young people cannot escape a downward spiral if no one cares
about them and offers them a second chance. Together with boys he approaches on the streets
and establishes where they gather, he invites them to the courtyard next to the sacristy of the
church of Francis of Assisi. In addition o catechesis, he gives lessons to those interested, he
provides them with something fo eat and he is an animator in games and relaxation. During
the week he visits them in the workplaces or in the places where they are working. The boys
that Don Bosco gathers around him are considered a threat to the social order in his time and
are not given the opportunity to have a second chance. Don Bosco goes against that trend.
Through an integral education in the Oratorio of Valdocco, he contributes to their development
and social integration.

Today's society expects people to succeed the first time. Taking another chance, trying again
seems to be out of the question today. Can and may we still fail2 Who gives young people a
second chance? How do you reintegrate ex-detainees into society? How do you ensure that
as few young people as possible leave school without a diploma2 How can people get out
of the poverty spiral2 What is needed for refugees to develop a dignified existence in our
society? With Don Bosco in mind, we want to think about feasible initiatives to give people
new opportunities.



This year's Salesian Forum will take place from the 20th to 23th August 2024 at Bled
(Slovenia). By means of study and mutual exchange - we aim to explore more deeply the
theme ‘A second chance’ and its relationship with the Salesian Preventive System.

To present the different dimensions of the theme, we have invited speakers from various
study centres who will deal with the topic from their respective points of view, related to their
field of work:

o Wim Collin UPS - Italy
“If a ruffian like me could become good enough...”
Second chance and transformation in the education and spirituality of Don Bosco;
o Sr. Piera Ruffinatto Pontificia Facolta di Scienze dell'Educazione ‘Auxilium’ - Italy
Maria The first community of Mornese and the "difficult cases".
Translation attempt of the Preventive System in a female context;
» Antoine Farrugia Malta
When family crumbles: a second chance for youth at risk;
»  Sr. Magna Martinez Pontificia Facoltd di Scienze dell'Educazione ‘Auxilium’ - Italy
A second chance in the school context;
 Carina Baumgartner SYM - Austria & Johannes Haas Austria
Second chance: "Failing in love"
How to create an environment in which failing and falling is seen as a chance to grow?;
o David Tulimelli India
The Impact of Cross-Border Migration on European Societies:
Challenges and Opportunities.

In addition to these inputs there will be plenty of opportunities to share different perspectives
in order to assimilate the theme more fully. English and ltalian languages will both be used.

The Salesian Forum begins with dinner on the evening of Tuesday, August 20, 2024.
Registration is available from 14h30. The meeting ends with lunch on Friday, August 23,
2024. The total cost (participation, accommodation and meals) is €300.

We will be staying in Marijin Dom - Retreat House
Partizanska Cesta 6 Marijin Dom - 4260 Bled - Slovenia
00386 (0) 4 5741075

00386 (0) 70 610 249

md.bled@gmail.com

www.fma.si/bled/
https://marijindom.zavod-dominika.si/bled-2/

Registration is possible
through the website:

https://sites.google.com/
view/salesianforum

or
forum.salesiano@donbosco.be

Those who wish to arrive earlier or stay longer
at Bled are asked to contact the Salesian Sisters
personally with regard to the possibility of book-
ing a room. Given the limited number of places
available (not more than 35) it is advisable not
to wait fo register.



