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Dear Friends,

by ‘“time"; time forces us to
immerse ourselves in a world of
planning and scheduling every
activity we do. It would be good to
ask ourselves: am I the master of
my time, or is time the master of
me?

We are so immersed in the rhythm
of "doing” things that we rarely
stop to enjoy what we are doing,
because the rhythm of time marks
our lives and when we get home,
we are left with a feeling of
disappointment: Ididn't manage
to do everything I had planned!
And it is common to hear the
phrase "now there is no time for
anything”. But it is the same
amount of time as always.

Dear friends, [ invite you to live,
being masters of your time,
enjoying every moment of every
activity you do. Let us not allow
‘doing” to govern our "being.” It is
good to stop and think about
everything we do, and this season
of Advent is a good time to
meditate and contemplate on our
being and our doing.

® Fr Edwin Marcelo Coronel
SDB, RCMA (Regional
Coordinator for Missionary
Animation) Interamerica
Region

Corso Germoglio 2025: What have

the new missionaries learnt?

From October 5 to November 12, 2025, the new edition of the Germoglio [=sprout]
Course for new missionaries was conducted, culminating in celebrations
commemorating the 150th anniversary of the first missionary expedition. Below
are the responses from 12 participants to the following question:

What did you learn from the Germoglio course that will bring hope to your
We live in a society that is marked mission area?

FOR REFLEXION
AND SHARING

| have learned that simplicity, authentic presence and listening can transform
hearts... This course has given me the tools to sow joy and accompany others with
gentleness.

We are instruments of God. We must be faithful to God and to the charism of Don
Bosco.

I have learned that God is always with me through my Salesian confreres, especially
the Missions sector team. | consider them as brothers among brothers. The hope
| found in this course and that | want to bring to my mission land is 'the family
spirit’.

It is above all about remaining faithful to God's call, adapting to the situation and
being happy.

Living and learning together with young Salesians from various countries opened
my eyes to the beauty of interculturality. Shared meals, prayers, laughter and
dreams created a mosaic of cultures united by the Salesian charism.

The importance of an intimate personal relationship with Jesus and the practice of
the Preventive System, especially loving kindness towards the most vulnerable in
the mission land.

The experience of an authentic Salesian family spirit. Loving, caring, sharing,
playing and praying together are wonderful moments for me that | have been able
to cultivate and share in my new province.

That the missionary dimension is what must keep our Congregation alive in the
world.

Jesus is at the center, so always discern God's will before acting. We can achieve
a lot if we work as a community.

I am never alone, the congregation is with me, the community is with me, all the
missionaries who came before me are with me, Don Bosco is with me. | go on
mission with my weaknesses and my strengths, and that is what | will offer.

I have learned to give spiritual meaning to everything that happens to me. And to
strive to be humble and patient, first of all with myself and then with others.

What | have learned is that when you live in a missionary environment, you need
to be open-minded, patient and faithful to your life of prayer.

What did I learn new in
2025?

What is the 'missionary
dimension' of my life
that brings hope?




ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE NOURISHED
AND SHAPED BY THE WORD OF GOD B

Dear Vlado, the Pope's prayer intention for this month is "For prayer with the
Word of God." As someone who teaches the Bible, do you think that we
Salesians know how to use and truly use the Bible for prayer with the Word of
God, or are we lacking something?

[ am convinced that our congregation has a rich charismatic tradition founded
on Scripture. Suffice it to recall Don Bosco's famous motto: “Da mihi animas,
caetera tolle” (Give me souls, take away the rest). Furthermore, all our
catechetical and educational work, from the days of Valdocco to the present, is E
imbued with the Word of God.

The history of the congregation is full of the names of excellent biblical scholars _ e &

who have studied and deepened their understanding of the Word of God, as [ = RViFYe iss 1 g Peregrin SDB
well as true missionaries, that is, proclaimers of the Word of God. However, the
challenge of nourishing ourselves with the Word of God, meditating on it, and ~ Originally from Slovakia, born in Zilina. He
preserving it in order to be authentic witnesses of the Risen One persists. I think ~entered the congregation in 2003 and was
that the words of St Jerome are still relevant for us Salesians today: "Ignorance ©rdained a priest in 2011 In 2016, he
of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ" Clearly, this does not mean purely obtained a licentiate in Sacred Scripture

. ; . from the Pontifical Biblical Institute in
intellectual knowledge, but a profound knowledge that is acquired through Rome. Since 2018, in addition to pursuing

prayer and contemplation. his doctorate, he has been teaching Old
What specific suggestions do you have for us, readers of Caglierol1, if we want Testament at the theological studentate
not only to read the Word of God but also to pray it? L UL ST W S e e

e . . L a formator. Alongside his teaching at
Prayer presupposes as its first step the reading of Scripture, that is, its knowledge Crocetta, he is involved in pastoral

and study, followed by a time of silence with the Word — meditation, a time in  activities, such as theology for young
which the Word can touch us, question us, purify us and enlighten us. SO, my people and preaching spiritual exercises in
advice is simple: each year, choose a book, a letter or a Gospel to study and his home province.

pray over in depth, so that you may be nourished and shaped, as disciples, by
the Word of God. '

What is your favourite passage from the Bible and why?
[ devote myself to the Old Testament and [ can say that I find several books and
passages very interesting. Among the books, in particular, the Song of Songs |
and the Book of Psalms; among the passages, I find the text of Lam 3:20-26 very
beautiful.

20 remember it well, and my soul is within me.
2L This I recall to my mind, and for this I want to take up hope again.
22 The Lord's mercies are not ended, his compassion is not exhausted;
2 they are renewed every morning; great is his faithfulness.
24 "The Lord is my portion,” I say, "therefore I will hope in him.”
25 The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul that seeks him.
26 It is good to wait quietly for the Lord's salvation.
(Lam 3:20-26)

Anniversaries of the first Salesian presence in 2026

Turin Macau

Montevideo Wiirzburg
La Paz Miyazaki
Alexandria Calcutta
Asuncion Negombo
Cape Town Andorra la Vella
San Francisco Conakry
Thanjavur Lungi

JANUARY  WORD OF GOD

s ALE s IAN For prayer with the Word of God ~ N
[Prayer intention of Pope Leo XIV]

M I ss I o N ARY Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our
lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a

I N T E N TI o N more fraternal and missionary Church.
[Salesian missionary prayer intention]



